THE  MODERN  SKEPTIC

into a decline, and soon dies. Thus faith kills and
faith cures. Faith in your physician is often worth
more to you than his medicines; a soldier's faith
in his general doubles or trebles his force.

The skeptic sees the benefits of a strong, active
faith, irrespective of the object toward which it is
directed. Faith in one's self and in the justice of
one's cause is always half the battle. It is not for
nothing that we have had so long thundered into
our ears the benefits of belief and the clangers of
skepticism and doubt. And it is not because the
things we have been asked to believe are in them-
selves true, but because the very act of belief is in
itself wholesome and sets the current going, while
doubt paralyzes and leads to stagnation. But how
shall we believe a thing unless we know it to be
true ? Ah, there is the rub! But man in all ages
has been the victim of delusions, and the gain to him
has been that they have kept him going ; that they
have kept him working and striving. The great
periods in history have been periods of strong faith,
of serious affirmation, not of denial, nor yet of rea-
son. Yet I would not say that faith alone has ever
made a people or an individual great. Spain, as a
nation, probably has as much faith as ever, and
yet how is she fallen from the three hundred years
ago ! But faith is more frequently the parent of
great deeds than reason or denial From the point
of view of the nation, faith is best. There can be
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